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Born 	
December 29, 1979, Aalborg, Denmark 

Academic degrees
2016	Authorized psychologist, The Danish Supervisory Board of Psychological Practice 
2012	PhD Graduate in Psychology, University of Copenhagen
2007	MSc Graduate in Psychology, University of Copenhagen 
2004	BA Graduate in Psychology, University of Copenhagen 	

Current positions
Associate professor, neuropsychologist, MSc, PhD, Danish Dementia Research Centre, Department of Neurology, University of Copenhagen - Rigshospitalet, and Department of Psychology, University of Copenhagen.

Tel. work: +45 35457118

Email address: thomas.rune.nielsen.01@regionh.dk

Previous positions
2019-2022	Part time consultant, Danish Agency for International Recruitment and Integration (SIRI), Ministry of Immigration and Integration.
2017-2021	Senior researcher at the Danish Dementia Research Centre, and part time clinical neuropsychologist in the Memory Clinic, Copenhagen University Hospital, Rigshospitalet. 
2014-2017	Part time clinical neuropsychologist in the Memory Clinics at, Copenhagen University Hospital, Rigshospitalet and Frederiksberg and Bispebjerg Hospitals, and postdoctoral researcher at the Danish Dementia Research Centre, Copenhagen University Hospital, Rigshospitalet. 
2012-2014	Part time clinical neuropsychologist in the Memory Clinic and postdoctoral researcher at the Danish Dementia Research Centre, Copenhagen University Hospital, Rigshospitalet.
2008-2012 PhD student at Department of Psychology, University of Copenhagen.
2007-2008 [bookmark: _Hlk27733730]Clinical Neuropsychologist in the Memory Clinic, Copenhagen University Hospital, Rigshospitalet.

Clinical Trials 
CDR or NTB rater in large international phase 1, 2, or 3 clinical drug trials (n>10) and principal investigator in 1 observational study since 2007.  

Positions of trust
2023-	INS Annual Awards Newsletter co-editor
2023-2024	Program Co-Chair, 2024 New York City INS meeting, International Neuropsychological Society.
2022-	Coordinator of Network on Dementia and Minority Ethnic Groups, Nordic Welfare Centre. 
2021- 	Review Editor, Frontiers in Human Neuroscience - Cognitive Neuroscience
2020-	Member of Special Interest Group workgroup: Culturally Appropriate Neuropsychological Assessment, International Neuropsychological Society.
2019-	Cofounding member of European Consortium on Cross-Cultural Neuropsychology (ECCroN).
[bookmark: _Hlk90295995]2018-2020	Member of expert group on intercultural care for people with dementia from minority ethnic groups, Alzheimer Europe.

Awards and honors
2024	Nominated for the Federation of European Neuropsychological Societies Scientific Advisory Board.
2022	Nominated for the International Neuropsychological Society Board of Directors.
2022	Awarded the Danish Alzheimer's Association Research Prize (clinical research).
2020	Awarded the Danish Psychological Association Senior Researcher Prize.

Key publications
1. Nielsen, T. R., de Mendonça, A., Frölich, L., Engelborghs, S., Gove, D., Lamirel, D., ... & Waldemar, G. (2024). Assessment of Dementia in Minority Ethnic Groups in Europe: A 14‐Year Follow‐Up Survey. International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 39(12), e70034.
2. Nielsen, T. R., Franzen, S., Watermeyer, T., Jiang, J., Calia, C., Kjærgaard, D., Bothe, S., & Mukadam, N. (2024). Interpreter-mediated neuropsychological assessment: Clinical considerations and recommendations from the European Consortium on Cross-Cultural Neuropsychology (ECCroN). Clinical Neuropsychologist, Nov;38(8): 1775-1805. 
3. Nielsen TR, Nielsen DS, Waldemar G (2022). Feasibility of a culturally tailored dementia information program for minority ethnic communities in Denmark, International Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry,37(1):10.1002/gps.5656. 
4. Nielsen TR, Nielsen DS, Waldemar G (2022). A personalized dementia care intervention for family carers from minority ethnic groups in Denmark: A pilot study, Dementia (London), 21(2):477-488
5. Nielsen, T. R., Nielsen, D. S., & Waldemar, G. (2021). Barriers in access to dementia care in minority ethnic groups in Denmark: a qualitative study. Aging & Mental Health, 25(8), 1424-1432.
Areas of expertise and current research activities 
Development and validation of cross-cultural neuropsychological tests, barriers in access to dementia care for people from minority ethnic communities, culture sensitive intervention strategies for dementia, bilingual effects on cognitive test performance. Co-principal investigator in a Danish national study on optimizing dementia diagnostic pathways in primary care, in a psychosocial intervention study on family caregivers of people with dementia, and the Danish BiCON study on effects of bilingualism and acculturation on tests of intellectual functioning. Current participation in international programs (selected): OPTIMEDD (Alzheimer’s Association, investigator) EDAP-AD (ERA PerMed, co-work package leader), CognoSpeak (NIHR i4i, international advisor), PANEUCARE (JPND, international expert group member).

Recent grants (within 5 years)
2025	DKK 1,950,000 from TRYG Fonden (PhD grant, co-investigator). Project: Family caregivers of people with dementia.
2024	DKK 116,000 (out of DKK 1,350,000) from Alzheimer’s Association (co-applicant and co-investigator). Project: Optimising interpreter mediated dementia diagnostic assessment (OPTIMEDD).  
2022	DKK 2,230,000 (out of DKK 13,320,000,-) from ERA PerMed (co-applicant and co- investigator). Project: Early and accurate diagnostic and prognostic markers for Alzheimer’s disease (EDAP-AD).
2021	DKK 2,490,000 from the VELUX FONDEN (applicant and principal investigator).
	Project: Timely diagnosis of dementia in minority ethnic groups in Europe (TIMING).
  
Teaching portfolio
Pre-graduate teaching: occasional lectures at University of Copenhagen from 2005 to 2020 (psychology and public health), lecturer in neuropsychology and psychological testing at Department of Psychology, University of Copenhagen, since 2020. Postgraduate teaching: external lecturer in dementia care program at Metropolitan University College, Copenhagen from 2016 to 2023, lecturer in Doctorate in Clinical Neuropsychology program, University of Edinburgh, 2022, lecturer in master’s program in Psychological Skills in Intercultural Settings, University of Padua, 2025, psychology specialist courses in cross-cultural cognitive assessment (n>20), clinical supervision of psychologists (n>10).    

Supervision of students
Primary supervisor of 2 PhD students (psychology), co-supervisor of 3 PhD students (public health, medicine), and supervisor of 5 MSc students (psychology) at University of Copenhagen. Co-supervisor of 1 PhD student (psychology) at Monash University, Australia. 

Publications
77 publications in national and international peer-reviewed journals. Author of 8 book chapters and scientific reports on cross-cultural aspects of dementia and neuropsychological assessment. Google Scholar statistics, May 2025: 2850 citations; H-index = 32.

How I intend to contribute to INTERDEM
I intend to participate in, and contribute to, INTERDEM’s activities, including online meetings, collaborative projects, and meetings at Alzheimer Europe conferences. Especially, I hope my expertise in dementia in minority ethnic groups can contribute to INTERDEM’s work within this area. Also, I wish to support my PhD students in becoming members of, and contributing to, the INTERDEM academy.  
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