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PROFESSIONAL GROUPING: 
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FAX: 
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PRESENT POSITION (e.g. Director of…… ): 
 
HIGHEST ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION (e.g. PhD, MD etc.): 

NAME:  
Chantal Van Audenhove 
 
TITLE: 
Professor dr. 
 
PROFESSIONAL GROUPING: 
LUCAS – KU Leuven 
 
WORK ADDRESS: 
Minderbroedersstraat, box 5310 
3000 Leuven 
Belgium 
 
TEL: WORK/WORK MOBILE 
003216373431 
 
EMAIL: 
Chantal.Vanaudenhove@kuleuven.be 
 
WEBLINK: 
http://www.kuleuven.be/LUCAS 
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PRESENT POSITION (e.g. Director of…… ): 
 
□ Vice rector of KU Leuven, responsible for diversity, policy-oriented research, and student affairs 
□ Full professor, medical school, KU Leuven 
□ Director LUCAS KU Leuven – KU Leuven 
□ Research manager ‘Mental HealthCare’ and ‘Doctor-patient communication’ – KU Leuven - LUCAS 
□ Promotor-coordinator of the Policy Research Centre for Health, Social Welfare and Family 

 
HIGHEST ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION (e.g. PhD, MD etc.): 
Professor, PhD 
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PROFILE OF MEMBER: 
 
Education and professional training 
1974-1979 Master in Clinical Psychology, Faculty of Psychology, KU Leuven 
1980-1981 Aggregate for Higher Secondary Education, Department of Psychology, KU Leuven 
1986   Ph.D. thesis at Department of Psychology, KU Leuven 
 
Career 
1992  Project leader at Lucas 
1995  Assistant professor, medical School, KU Leuven 
1996- … Director of LUCAS – KU Leuven 
2004- …  Full professor, medical school, KU Leuven 
2007- … Promotor-coordinator of the Policy Research Centre for Health, Social Welfare and Family 
2017- … Vice rector of KU Leuven, responsible for diversity, policy-oriented research, and 

 student affairs 
 
Prof. Dr. Chantal Van Audenhove is a full professor at the Academic Center for General Medicine (ACHG). 
She teaches a number of courses in psychology and applied communication for medical students and for 
students in dentistry. Chantal Van Audenhove is the director of LUCAS, an interdisciplinary research centre 
of the KU Leuven, expert in practice- and policy oriented research. 
As promotor-coordinator of the Policy Research Center of Health, wellbeing and the family (SWVG) she is 
responsible for the management of a network of researchers all over Flanders.  
Besides she is a member of the SAR (Strategic Advice Board) of the Flemish government, a member of the 
board of a nursing home for persons with dementia, a member of the collaboration platform for the 
primary care and champion of the ‘Alzheimerliga’. 
 
 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE: 
Chantal Van Audenhove’s research mainly deals with mental health and the care for people suffering from 
dementia. Previous research projects dealt with – among others – the relationship between informal 
caregivers and patients, the quality of the living environment, Expressed Emotion in the professional and 
informal care relationship, vocational rehabilitation, stigma and discrimination, prevention of depression 
and suicide. She is an active member of international networks, such as: the European Alliance Against 
Depression (EAAD), the interRAI Network of Mental Health (iNMH) and INTERDEM, a pan-European 
network of researchers focusing on psychosocial interventions in dementia. 
 
Main research topics: 
□ Care for persons with dementia  
□ Community mental health care 
□ Prevention of suicide and depression 
□ Communication and decision making in health care 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

KEY PUBLICATIONS (Maximum 5): 
 
Hermans K., Cohen J., Spruytte N., Van Audenhove C., Declercq A. (2017). Palliative care needs and 
symptoms of nursing home residents with and without dementia: A cross-sectional study. GERIATRICS & 
GERONTOLOGY INTERNATIONAL, 17 (10), 1501-1507. doi: 10.1111/ggi.12903. (Impact factor: 2.35). 
 
Ampe S., Sevenants A., Smets T., Declercq A., Van Audenhove C. (2017). Advance care planning for nursing 
home residents with dementia: Influence of 'we DECide' on policy and practice. PATIENT EDUCATION AND 
COUNSELING, 100 (1), 139-146. doi: 10.1016/j.pec.2016.08.010. (citations: 4) (Impact factor: 2.43). 
 
Van Steenwinkel I., Van Audenhove C., Heylighen A. (2017). Offering architects insights into experiences 
of living with dementia: A case study on orientation in space, time, and identity. Dementia (London) doi: 
10.1177/1471301217692905. (Impact factor: 1.77). 
 
Van Vracem M., Spruytte N., Declercq A., Van Audenhove C. (2016). Agitation in dementia and the role of 
spatial and sensory interventions: experiences of professional and family caregivers. SCANDINAVIAN 
JOURNAL OF CARING SCIENCES, 30 (2), 281-289. doi: 10.1111/scs.12240. (citations: 2) (Impact factor: 
1.44). 
 
Ampe S., Sevenants A., Smets T., Declercq A., Van Audenhove C. (2016). Advance care planning for nursing 
home residents with dementia: policy vs. practice. JOURNAL OF ADVANCED NURSING, 72 (3), 569-581. 
doi: 10.1111/jan.12854. (citations: 5) (Impact factor: 2.00). 
 

RELEVANT RESEARCH ACTIVITY: 
Please indicate for past 5 years only (i) Grants Awarded: Names of Investigators; Years; Title of Project; name of 
awarding agency (ii) PhD and other projects: Title, start or competed date. 
 
 

Important grants and awards received 

- Malou Malou Prize 2015, managed by the King Baudouin Foundation for "'we DECide" 
- University Chair 'Go for Happiness' (2012-2016) by the Fonds GaVoorGeluk 
- Patient Room of the Future Award for research 2012 for Chantal Van Audenhove. 

 

CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS/ONGOING PROJECT TITLE: 
 

1. We Decide Optimised - Improving advance care planning for persons with dementia in nursing 

homes: a training in shared decision making (2014-2018) 

Contractor: Flemish Government & IWT 

Investigators: Bart Goossens, dr. Aline Sevenants & prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 

2. INTEGRATE: The integration of palliative care in nursing homes (2016-2019) 

Contractor: IWT 

Investigators: Sofie Hermans, dr. Aline Sevenants & prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 

3. Quality indicators quality of life and quality of care for persons with cognitive problems in 
nursing homes (2016-2017) 
Contractor: Policy Research Centre Well-being, Public Health and Family 
Investigators: Silke Van Ingelgom, dr. Aline Sevenants & prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. Development of quality indicators in home care - trajectory with family care services and 
additional home care and social care services of health insurance funds (2017-2019) 
Contractor: Policy Research Centre Well-being, Public Health and Family 
Investigators: Inge Neyens, dr. Aline Sevenants & prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 
 

5. Nighttime agitation in dementia: an online psychoeducation tool for family caregivers (2014-
2018) 
Contractor: Flemish Government and IWT  
Investigators: Marieke Van Vracem, dr. Aline Sevenants & prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 
 

6. Architecture and Dementia (2012 – 2016) 

Contractor: Research fund KU Leuven (OT) 

Investigators: Iris Van Steenwinckel (ASRO KU Leuven), dr. Nele Spruytte, An Heylighen (ASRO KU 

Leuven) & prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 

7. Improving end-of-life care in residential care for older people - palliative care for persons with 

dementia living in care homes in Flanders - Flanders study to Improve End-of –Life Care and 

Evaluation tools (FLIECE) (2011 – 2015) 

Contractor: IWT – SBO 

Investigators: Sophie Ampe, dr. Evelien Coppens, dr. Aline Sevenants, dr. Nele Spruytte, prof. dr. 

Anja Declercq & Prof. dr. Chantal Van Audenhove 

 


