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PROFILE OF MEMBER: 
 
I am an Assistant Professor in Psychology at Dublin City University (DCU). I teach quantitative and 
qualitative research methods on the B.Sc. in Psychology and on the M.Sc. (Conversion) in Psychology 
programmes. I also teach person-centred dementia care and everyday ethics and dementia modules on the 
professional development programme and on the M.Sc. in Dementia Nursing/Health Care Practice 
programme. I graduated with a B.Sc. in Computer Science from Trinity College Dublin (TCD) in 1993 and 
worked in various information technology roles in Ireland and in the US from 1988 to 2001. Since 
completing my Ph.D. in Psychology in TCD in 2013, I have worked as a Lecturer and post-doctoral 
researcher. I have extensive experience working with people with dementia and their families on a number 
of ageing and dementia-related projects.  
 
My research interests include community-based dementia services and supports, assistive technology 
supports for older adults and for people with cognitive impairments, psychosocial interventions to support 
those living with dementia, voices of people with dementia and their families, and dementia-related health 
and social policy. I am currently the Principle Investigator (PI) of the National Dementia Registry project in 
Ireland (funded by the Health Service Executive – National Dementia Office and the Department of Health). 
I am also the DCU PI of the EU H2020 CAPTAIN (www.captain-eu.org) project. I have previously worked on 
projects such as the ACTIFCare (Access to Timely Formal Care) project - a systematic review of the care 
pathway (from care provision, economic and health systems perspectives) from after diagnosis to the onset 
of formal care – and Dem@Care (Dementia Ambient Care) project – a system based on the use of sensor 
technology to aid both the diagnosis of dementia, and to enable home-based independent living for adults 
with mild to moderate dementia, thereby delaying institutionalisation. I was also a member of the scientific 
advisory board for the MARIO (EU H2020) project. I was awarded the DCU Presidents Research Award for 
2017 and I am also the co-founder and co-chair of the Alzheimer Café in Leixlip, Co. Kildare. 
 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE: 
 
I have a range of expertise related to ageing and dementia, in particular community based dementia 
services and supports, psychosocial interventions to build resilience, the use of technology to support living 
well at home with dementia, voices of people with dementia and their families, and dementia-related 
health and social policy. I also have experience of research aimed at developing brain health awareness in 
the general public, dementia prevention, and in addressing public fears and stigma about memory loss and 
dementia. I also have research experience related to cognition, social learning theory and health 
psychology. My interest in models of health behaviour and health behaviour change stem from my PhD 
studies; in particular the impact of health and illness cognitions on risky health behaviours, and on health-
promoting and health-seeking behaviours.  
 
I was previously a successful IT project manager with experience of managing large teams, contracts, and 
budgets. I also have significant experience dealing with large volumes of data, translating client 
requirements (business and clinical) to technical requirements, and testing technical components.  This 
experience has been invaluable in my work researching the use of assistive technology for dementia.  
 
I  also have a wide range of teaching experience, with particular expertise in cognition, social psychology, 
health psychology, research methods, and statistics, including advanced statistical modelling techniques. I 
have designed, developed, and delivered courses at both undergraduate and post-graduate levels, and  I 
have taught a diverse range of students. 
 
I am also a  peer reviewer for the Journal of Alzheimer’s Disease, Ageing and Mental Health, and Addictive 
Behaviours. 

http://www.captain-eu/


KEY PUBLICATIONS (Maximum 5): 
 
Hopper, L., Byrne, C. & O’Shea, E. (in press). Case Management Approaches to support integrated care for 

older Adults. Dublin: Health Service Executive. 
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L., Wolfs, C., de Vugt, M., Stephan, A., Bieber, A., Meyer, G., Wimo, A., Michelet, M., Selbaek, 
G., Portolani, E., Zanetti, O. & Irving, K. (2018). A Comparison of Self and Proxy Quality Of Life Ratings 
for People with Dementia and Their Carers: A European Prospective Cohort Study. Aging and Mental 
Health, doi 10.1080/13607863.2018.1517727 
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Jelley, H., Woods, B. & Meyer, G. (2018). Barriers and facilitators to the access to formal dementia 
care: Findings of a focus group study with people with dementia, informal carers and health and social 
care professionals in eight European countries. BMC Geriatrics, 18, 131. doi 10.1186/s12877-018-0816-
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Hopper, L., Hughes, S., Burke, T. & Irving, K. (2016, November). A National Dementia Registry for Ireland: 
A Feasibility Analysis. Dublin: The Alzheimer Society of Ireland. 

Hopper, L., Joyce, R., Bieber, A., Broda, A., Irving, K. & Verhey, F. (2016). 086EXPERIENCES OF PROVIDING 
FORMAL HOME AND COMMUNITY DEMENTIA CARE IN IRELAND: ADVOCATING FOR A HOLISTIC 
SYSTEMIC APPROACH. Age and Ageing, 45(suppl 2), ii1-ii12. 

 
RELEVANT RESEARCH ACTIVITY: 
(1) Principal Investigator: Dr Louise Hopper 

Dates: May 2018 – March 2020  
Project Title:  Development of a National Dementia Registry Model in Ireland 
Funded By: Health Service Executive, National Dementia Office and the Department of Health 

 
(2) Principal Investigator (DCU): Dr Louise Hopper 

Dates: December 2017 – November 2020  
Project Title:  Coach Assistant via Projected and Tangible Interface (CAPTAIN) 
Funded By: EU H2020 (grant agreement no. 769830) 

 
(3) Principal Investigator: Dr Louise Hopper 

Dates: June 2016 – July 2018  
Project Title:  Case Management approaches for Older Adults 
Funded By: Health Service Executive, Integrated Care Programme for Older People (ICPOP) 

 
(4) Co-investigators: Dr Kate Irving, Dr Louise Hopper, Professor Teresa Burke; My role: Lead author. 

Dates: December 2015 – November 2016  
Project Title:  The Feasibility of  National Dementia Register for Ireland 
Funded By: The Alzheimer Society of Ireland (Expert Policy Series) 
 

(5) Principal Investigator (Ireland): Dr Dympna Casey ; My role: Scientific Advisory Board member. 
Dates: February 2015 – January 2018  
Project Title:  MARIO (Managing Active and health ageing with use of caring servIce rObots) 
Funded By: EU H2020 (grant agreement no. 643808) 
 

(6) Principal Investigator (Ireland): Dr Kate Irving; My role: Lead post-doctoral researcher.  
Dates: January 2014 – July 2017  
Project Title:  Actifcare (ACcess to Timely Formal Care) 
Funded By: EU Joint Programme for Neurodegenerative Diseases (grant agreement no. JPND/2013/2) 
 

(7) Principal Investigator (Ireland): Dr Kate Irving; My role: Lead post-doctoral researcher. 
Dates: October 2013 – October 2015 (25 months) 
Project Title:  Dementia Ambient Care (Dem@Care) 
Funded By: FP7 project (FP7/2007-2013, grant agreement no. 288199) 



 

 
(6) Principal Investigator (Ireland): Dr Kate Irving; My role: Part-time researcher. 

Dates: October 2013 – October  2016  
Project Title:  Positive About Dementia  (Posadem) 
Funded By: Lifelong Learning Programme (Project Number – 539166-LLP-1-2013-1-UK-ERASMUS-EQR, 
grant agreement no. 2013-3227/001-001). 

 
CURRENT RESEARCH INTERESTS/ONGOING PROJECT TITLE: 
 
My research interests include health, social psychology, cognition, and socio-cognitive development. I 
have a specific interest in ageing, dementia and elder care, in particular health and social care services, 
assistive technologies, psychosocial interventions to build resilience, voices of people with dementia and 
their families, the burdensome aspects of care, health attitudes and behaviour, brain health, and chronic 
disease management. 
 
Current research projects include the H2020 CAPTAIN project and the development of a model for a 
national dementia registry, as highlighted in the previous section. 


