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TITLE: 
 
PROFESSIONAL GROUPING: 
 
WORK ADDRESS: 
 
 
TEL: WORK/WORK MOBILE 
 
FAX: 
 
EMAIL: 
 
WEBLINK: 
 
PRESENT POSITION (e.g. Director of…… ): 
 
HIGHEST ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION (e.g. PhD, MD etc.): 

NAME: 
Anja Declercq 
 
TITLE: 
Professor dr. 
 
PROFESSIONAL GROUPING: 
KU Leuven – LUCAS 
 
WORK ADDRESS: 
Minderbroedersstraat 8, box 5310 
3000 Leuven 
Belgium 
 
TEL: WORK/WORK MOBILE 
003216373431 
 
EMAIL: 
Anja.Declercq@kuleuven.be 
 
WEBLINK: 
http://www.kuleuven.be/LUCAS 
http://www.steunpuntwvg.be 
 
PRESENT POSITION (e.g. Director of…): 
□ Professor Faculty of Social Sciences, KU Leuven 
□ Research manager ‘Care for older persons’ KU Leuven - LUCAS  
□ Promotor of the Policy Research Centre for Health, Social Welfare and Family: a research network involving 

the KU Leuven, the University of Gent, the Free University of Brussels, the University of Hasselt, the 
University of Antwerp, Thomas More, UCLL, HoGent and the Arteveldehogeschool.  

□ Fellow of interRAI, member of the interRAI Instruments and Scales Development Committee, member of 
the interRAI Board, Chair of the interRAI network on Integrated Care and Aging 

 
HIGHEST ACADEMIC QUALIFICATION (e.g. PhD, MD etc.): 
Professor PhD 
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PROFILE OF MEMBER: 
 
Education and professional training 
1989-1991  Master in Applied Economics, Faculty of Economy and Applied Economics, KU Leuven 
1991-1994  Master in Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, KU Leuven  
2000  Ph. D. thesis at Faculty of Social Sciences, KU Leuven 
 
Career 
2005  Associate professor Faculty of Social Sciences, KU Leuven 
2003-2005 Guest professor Faculty of Political and Social Sciences, UGent 
2003-…  Project leader at KU Leuven – LUCAS 
2007-2011 Promotor of the Policy Research Centre for Health, Social Welfare and Family: a research 

network involving the KU Leuven, the University of Gent, the Free university of Brussels and 
Katholieke Hogeschool Kempen. 

2012-2015 Co-promotor of the Policy Research Centre for Health, Social Welfare and Family: a 
research network between the KU Leuven, the University of Gent, the Free university of 
Brussels, the University of Hasselt, the University of Antwerp, Thomas More and the 
Arteveldehogeschool. 

2017-2021   Promotor of the Policy Research Centre for Health, Social Welfare and Family: a research 
network involving the KU Leuven, the University of Gent, the Free University of Brussels, 
the University of Hasselt, the University of Antwerp, Thomas More, UCLL, HoGent and the 
Arteveldehogeschool. 

 
Prof. Dr. Anja Declercq is professor at the Faculty of Social Sciences (Sociological Research Center) and 
research manager for the elderly care team at LUCAS. She teaches medical sociology for students in 
biomedical sciences and in sexuology, and organisational sociology for masters in social work and bachelors 
in sociology. She specializes in research on elderly care, with an emphasis on care for people with 
dementia. She is also an InterRAI fellow (www.interrai.org), a member of the Board of InterRAI and a 
member of the Instruments and Scales Development Committee (ISD) of InterRAI. 
She is (among others): 

□ Associate editor forBMC Geriatrics 
□ Member of the jury for the Prijs Derinne (KU Leuven) 
□ Chair of the Board of directors of the school of nursing HBO5 Sint-Franciscusschool voor 

Verpleegkunde (Leuven) 
□ Member of the Board and the General Assembly of VZW Kwaliteitscentrum voor Diagnostiek 

(Quality centre for diagnostics) 
□ Member of the Board and the General Assembly of the nursing home WZC Floordam (Melsbroek) 

 
In the context of the projects on the InterRAI-projects she manages, a wiki-site (http://wiki.belrai.org/nl 
or http://wiki.belrai.org/fr) was developed in order to inform all people interested or in need of 
information. 
 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE: 
Anja Declercq’s previous research projects dealt with, for example, innovative living arrangements for 
people with dementia, care pathways of elderly people with cognitive problems and/or depression, the 
evaluation of innovative projects in order to keep frail older people longer at home and the 
implementation of the InterRAI instruments in Belgium. 
Her main research topics are focused on: 

□ Organization of ‘Care for older persons’  
□ Quality of life and quality of ‘Care for older persons’ 
- Care for people with dementia  
- Innovations in care 
- The interRAI-instruments 
- Small-scale living arrangements for people with dementia 

 



 

KEY PUBLICATIONS (Maximum 5): 
 

Anja Declercq authored 92 journal articles, 27 books, and 16 book chapters. Some examples are:  
1. Vanneste, D., & Declercq, A. (2018). The development of BelRAI, a web application for sharing 

assessment data on frail older people in home care, nursing homes, and hospitals. In Nursing 
Education, Administration, and Informatics: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice (pp. 457-483). 
doi:10.4018/978-1-5225-5490-5.ch025  

2. Van Eenoo, L., van der Roest, H., Onder, G., Finne-Soveri, H., Garms-Homolova, V., Jonsson, P. V., . . . 
Declercq, A. (2018). Organizational home care models across Europe: A cross sectional study. 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF NURSING STUDIES, 77, 39-45. doi:10.1016/j.ijmustu.2017.09.013  

3. De Coninck, L., Bekkering, G. E., Bouckaert, L., Declercq, A., Graff, M. J. L., & Aertgeerts, B. (2017). 
Home- and Community-Based Occupational Therapy Improves Functioning in Frail Older People: A 
Systematic Review. JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN GERIATRICS SOCIETY, 65(8), 1863-1869. 
doi:10.1111/jgs.14889 

4. Ampe, S., Sevenants, A., Smets, T., Declercq, A., & Van Audenhove, C. (2017). Advance care planning 
for nursing home residents with dementia: Influence of 'we DECide' on policy and practice. PATIENT 
EDUCATION AND COUNSELING, 100(1), 139-146. doi:10.1016/j.pec.2016.08.010 

5. Mello, J. D. A., Declercq, A., Ces, S., Van Durme, T., Van Audenhove, C., & Macq, J. (2016). Exploring 
Home Care Interventions for Frail Older People in Belgium: A Comparative Effectiveness Study. 
JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN GERIATRICS SOCIETY, 64(11), 2251-2256. doi:10.1111/jgs.14410 

 
 

RELEVANT RESEARCH ACTIVITY: 
Please indicate for past 5 years only (i) Grants Awarded: Names of Investigators; Years; Title of Project; name of 
awarding agency (ii) PhD and other projects: Title, start or competed date. 
 

1. Development of prognosis of (social) care use (2016-2020)  

Contractor: Policy Research Centre Well-being, Public Health and Family  

2. The development of a model for personal health budgeting - Agency of Flemish Social 

Protection (2016-2020) 

Contractor: Policy Research Centre Well-being, Public Health and Family  

3. Dementia in Belgium: towards a consensus on the figures (2016-2017) 

Contractor: Stichting Alzheimer, Onderzoek 

4. IBENC - Identifying best practices for frail elderly persons by Benchmarking Costs and outcomes 

of home care (IBenC) (2013 – 2016) 

Contractor: European commission: FP7-HEALTH-2012 

5. Nocturnal unrest and sleep problems in people with dementia (2016-2017) 

Contractor: Fondation Wivine − Fondation Luxembourg 

6. Optimisation of the interRAI Suite of Instruments for evaluating and optimising oral health in 

frail older people and for evaluating the relationship between oral and general health (2015-

2019) 

Contractor: KU Leuven - BOF (C2) 

7. Integrate - Integration of palliative care into home, nursing home and hospital care and into the 

community (2015-2019) 

Contractor: IWT-SBO 
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8. Sustainable, caring neighborhoods (2015-2016) 

Contractor: Vlaamse Bouwmeester/Vlaams Agentschap Zorg & Gezondheid 

9. Flemish Impulse Financing for Networks for Dementia Research (VIND) (2014-2018) 

Contractor: Department of Economics, Science and Innovation 

10. Active ageing (2012-2012) 

Contractor: Federal government Social Security 

11. FLIECE − Flanders study to Improve End−Of−Life Care and Evaluation Tools (2011−2015) 

Contractor: IWT - SBO 

12. Evaluation of the care innovation projects Protocol 3 (2010-2017) 
Contractor: RIZIV 



 

 
1. Research on the evaluation of care renewal projects for frail elderly clients (Protocol III) (January 

2010 – March 2014) 

Contractor: RIZIV 

Investigators: Johanna de Almeida Mello, prof. dr. Anja Declercq 


